SMOKE ALARMS ARE A KEY PART
of a home fire escape plan. When there is

a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke
alarms give you early warning so you can
get outside quickly.

SAFETY TIPS

* Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should
also be outside each sleeping area and on every
level of the home. Install alarms in the basement.

* Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.

* [tis best to use interconnected smoke alarms.
When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound.

e Test all smoke alarms at least once a month.

Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working.

e Current alarms on the market employ different types
of technology including multi-sensing, which could
include smoke and carbon monoxide combined.

e Today’s smoke alarms will be more technologically

advanced to respond to a multitude of fire
conditions, yet mitigate false alarms.

* A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high
on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the
kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be
at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.

* People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights

and bed shakers.

* Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10

FACTS

(D A closed door may slow
the spread of smoke, heat,
and fire.

(D Smoke alarms should be
installed inside every sleeping
room, outside each separate
sleeping area, and on every
level. Smoke alarms should
be connected so when one
sounds, they all sound. Most
homes do not have this level
of protection.

(D Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths
happen in homes with no
smoke alarms or no working
smoke alarms.

years old.
\ NATIONAL FIRE Baltimore County Fire Department
» ) | PROTECTION ASSOCIATION Community Risk Reduction Office
NFPA | Theleading information and knowledge resource Email: CRR@baltimorecountymd.gov

on fire, electrical and related hazards

Phone: 410-887-1822

nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2018




© US. Fire Administration

Working for a fire-safe America

Home Fire Safety

FA-354 | August 2020




 Fire is fast!

In less than 30 seconds a small flame can turn into
a major fire.

Here are some important ways to keep your home safe from fire.

Smoke alarms
Working smoke alarms give you early warning if there is a fire.

s

P

Put smoke alarms on every level of your home.

Place smoke alarms inside and outside of all the sleeping areas.
Make sure all of your smoke alarms work. Test them each month.
Replace smoke alarms that are 10 years old or older.
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In the kitchen
Cooking is the number one cause of home fires.

Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, broiling or
boiling food. :

If you leave the kitchen, turn the burner off.

Keep things that can burn away from your cooking area.
Turn pot handles toward the back of the stove so they won't
get bumped.
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Unfold to learn about home fire escape planning
and use the grid to create your own home fire
escape plan.




Home heating
-Heating is the second leading cause of home fires.
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v Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from
fireplaces, wood stoves, space heaters and radiators.

« When you leave a room or go to bed, turn heaters off or

. unplug them.

+ Plug space heaters directly into the outlet and never use an
extension cord or power strip.

+ Make sure your heater has an automatic shut-off switch that
turns it off if it tips over.

v Have your furnace, chimney and chimney connector inspected
by a professional each winter. Make repairs before cool weather
setsin.

0 ’ Install carbon monoxide (CO) alarms and

test them every month.

Smokers

If you smoke in your home, you're at higher risk to have a fire.
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You can prevent a fire by asking all smokers to:

Always smoke outside.

Use deep, sturdy ashtrays.

Put cigarettes all the way out. Do this every time.

Put water on cigarette butts before throwing them in the trash.
Smoke only when alert. Never smoke in bed or if drowsy.
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Escape plan

Make a plan. Talk to your family about what to do if there is a fire.

v Know two ways out of every room.

v Have a meeting place outside your home.

v Know how to call 911 from outside to report a fire.

v Practice your escape plan with everyone who lives in your
home at least twice a year.

How to make a home fire escape plan:

© Draw amap or floor plan of your home. Show all windows
and doors.

© Mark two ways out of each room.

© Choose a meeting place outside in front of your home.
Draw a picture of your outside meeting place on your
escape plan.
Write the emergency telephone number for the fire
department on your escape plan.

© Practice your plan at least two times a year.
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Young children and older adults

If you have young children or older adults living in your home,
they may need your help to stay safe.
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Children under four years old are at higher risk of home fire injury
and death than other children.

« Keep children at least three feet away from anything that gets
hot, including heaters, the stove and candles.

v Lock cigarette lighters and matches up high, out of a child’s
sight and reach.

v Teach your children how to escape on their own in case you
cannot help them.

Our risk of being injured in a fire increases with age.

v Know two ways out of each room. Keep these exits clear.

v Make sure everyone is able to hear the sound of the smoke

alarm and knows how to get outside if it sounds.

Older adults may need your help escaping. Plan for this.

Keep wheelchair, eyeglasses, hearing aids and a telephone

next to the bed.

v If needed, install smoke alarms and alert devices for people
who are deaf or hard of hearing.
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