Good Shabbos, everyone.

Mazel Tov to Yedidya Gradon on his aufruf this Shabbos and on his upcoming marriage to
Devorah Bienstock. Mazel Tov to Yedidya’s parents, Dr. Jeremy and Devora Gradon, and
Devorah’s parents, Rabbi Shloimie and Sari Bienstock. May Yedidya and Devorah be zoche to
build a Bayis Neeman B’Yisrael!

Thank you to the drasha sponsors:
e Cheryl Mitnick, in memory of her dear father, Herman Mitnick, Chaim Aryeh
ben Shlomo, whose yahrtzeit is the 25" of Shevat.
e Frank and Danielle Sara Storch, in memory of Frank's father, Mr. M. Leo Storch, Moshe
Aryeh ben Avraham Shraga Feivish HaLevi, whose yahrtzeit is the 19" of Shevat.
May the neshamos have an aliya and may the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul
with bracha, hatzlacha, and good health.

We are told in the Haggada shel Pesach o>mxnn &x° X317 197K 118y NR NMIRA? Q7R 20 N7 N7 733,
“In every generation one must see himself as if he personally left Mitzrayim.”

That is why Pesach is filled with so many efforts to recreate and relive the experience--from the
foods we eat, such as matza, charoses, and salt water, to the families gathered together for the
lengthy and detailed discussion mawn 71 >177 7907 72727 200

The Brisker Rav, in a famous comment, notes that the Hallel we sing at the Seder must emanate
from a place of real jubilation due to the personal experience of our freedom...and our personal
experience of salvation.
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But o nxvxe, leaving Mitzrayim, did not end with physically leaving the geographic location
where they had been enslaved, or even with krias Yam Suf...when the Jewish people watched
their oppressors experience punishment and die. Therefore, it stands to reason that our
obligation of o>7¥nn R¥> X7 199K ¥V DR NMIRI? 27X 21 N7 N7 252 does not end with recreating
the Pesach story, either.

Indeed, Moshe Rabbeinu was told there would be stages of freedom. He was told that leaving
Mitzrayim was not instantaneous. He was told that the experience would involve four stages—
NP 2NN NP *nR¥IM--culminating with oy *% oonk *nnpP—Dbeing given a sense of purpose
and a mission...a responsibility and a destiny.

This is the plain meaning of the statement in the Haggada
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That without Hashem taking us out in these four stages, culminating with Mattan Torah, we
would have not fully left Mitzrayim and Paraoh would still very much be in the heads of the
Jewish people.
The Ibn Ezra notes that the final of the four stages took place at Har Sinai with Mattan Torah.
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The experience of Mattan Torah at Har Sinai is the focus of this week’s Parsha. And as the
fourth stage in our liberation, it must be included in our mandate of nx nIX1% 7X 20 N7 N7 202
DM RYY XIT12°RD waxy as well.

But how do we do that?

During part of the kriah this morning, we stood. Many would say we were standing for the
Aseres Hadibros—the Decalogue or the Ten Commandments. But there is a problem with that
explanation.

The Rambam writes, in Teshuva 263, that it is inappropriate to stand for the aseres hadibros as
it may leave people with the impression that some mitzvos and some pesukim are more important
than others.
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As the Aruch Hashulchan writes in his commentary to Shulchan Aruch, based on the
Rambam’s 13 Principles of Faith:
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From the foundation of our faith is to believe that our Holy Torah was given to us at Sinai by
Moshe rabbeinu, and there is no difference in holiness between the Pasuk of Shema Yisrael and
the Pasuk of “And Timna was a concubine...

Rav Soloveitchik provided a fascinating rationale for our long-standing (excuse the pun)
minhag. He said that regular krias HaTorah is about communicating the message of Hashem—
and in that sense, every Pasuk is equal in importance. To stand for only one pasuk would violate
the sensitivity the Rambam expressed. However, when we read the aseres hadibros in a special
tune—taam elyon—broken up, not as standard pesukim—Dbut as dibros--we are not simply
conveying information. Instead, we are reliving the experience of Maamad Har Sinai. At that
momentous gathering, the people stood while captivated and enraptured by the scene.
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The haftara we read this morning—Yeshaya Hanavi’s lofty vision of Maaseh Merkava—
intentionally shifts our focus from the details of the Aseres haDibros to the unbelievable
experience of Maamad Har Sinai—of seeing and experiencing the Presence of Hashem.

In the Navi Yeshaya’s report of his vision, the only one sitting was Hashem, with malachim
standing around in awe, a similar experience to what the Jewish people experienced at Maamad
Har Sinai:
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In the year that King Uzziah died, | beheld my Lord seated on a high and lofty throne; and the
skirts of His robe filled the Temple.
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Seraphs stood in attendance on Him. Each of them had six wings: with two he covered his face,
with two he covered his legs, and with two he would fly.
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And one would call to the other, “Holy, holy, holy! The LORD of Hosts! His presence fills all the
earth!”

And it makes sense that we have a Yom Tov of Shavuos to commemorate Maamad Har Sinai, as
well as two Shabbasos a year when we relive that experience, because the Ramban writes:
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The second Mitzva (which Rambam forgot to count in his Minyan HaMitzvos) is “to never forget
the experience of Maamad Har Sinai.” It must be forever etched in our memory and our hearts
and perspective must be influenced by that experience every day of our lives...

The Ramban is teaching us that there is a fundamental difference between keeping mitzvos
because they are important rules that have defined our people for generations, on the one hand,
and a set of rules and guidelines that was set into motion by the experience of Har Sinai, on the
other hand. They were presented as part of an experience that was an undeniable manifestation
of Hashem’s glory and presence...a clear vision of the truth of Hashem.

Maamad Har Sinai defines, in qualitative terms, our relationship with mitzvos. As Rav Hutner
writes, in his Pachad Yitzchak, Maamar 8, the only way one can transgress or violate any of
Hashem’s commandment is to forget this experience...in his words, the 7&77 71221 7707 Mawn,
the importance of Torah, and the awe due to Torah.
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This is how the Meshech Chochma understands the famous comment that the Jewish people
stood under the mountain, forced to accept the Torah. Chazal present an image of the mountain
being suspended above them. The Meshech Chochma explains that Chazal are conveying the
idea seeing the glory of Hashem, to that degree, gave them a sense of such clarity that they no
longer could choose any option other than the will of Hashem.
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Through Maamad Har Sinai, Hashem gave us the tools necessary to encourage commitment for
generations. It is our job to keep that experience alive—the Toras Chaim—the experience of
Hashem in this world and the understanding with real clarity and conviction that it is only His
will that matters...that is the realization the Jewish people came to at Maamad Har Sinai.



Once Hashem proved His existence in an undeniable way into the world, what is our job?
Obviously, we must transmit that experience to the best of our ability. To keep Maamad Har
Sinai alive in our lives and to preserve the experience of living with Hashem—at Maamad Har
Sinai and through the generations. But there is another necessary component. Maamad Har
Sinai was Hashem’s part of Mattan Torah—but for a successful giving, the Jewish people
needed to be receptive recipients—their part was to be active in kabolas HaTorah.

Many commentators are troubled by the prominence Yisro has in the parsha of mattan Torah.
This parsha is named for him, while he was not even there. | believe Yisro provides us with a
timeless message about what is necessary to be a receptive recipient for Torah, a true mekabel
HaTorah. The first pasuk in our parsha says:¢ 1ni 12772 135 9907 vAy=, and Yisro, Priest of
Midyan, faither in law of Moshe heard. Rav Simcha Zissel Broide writes that it is striking that
the Pasuk describes him both as f7wn» 1 and as 177 370, We would think his former practice as a
clergyman to avoda zara should be stricken from the record. He is now coming to convert! It
seems disrespectful to Yisro and to Moshe Rabbeinu!
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He answered that citing Yisro’s past emphasizes his honest quest for truth. Yisro was a seeker,
and our tradition respects the seeker, the person who searches for the truth and never tires of that
search, no matter how many challenges and false gods he encounters and no matter how much
frustration he experiences. Yisro is described as having worshipped every idol in the world in
search of the truth. In his quest he was willing to be a leader, and become fully invested as a
Kohen Midyan. As he became disappointed with each religion that he practiced, he rejected that
path and renewed his search. That title, Kohen Midyan, is symbolic of the degree to which Yisro
was a seeker of truth, the necessary ingredient for kabolas HaTorah.
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This reminds us that, along with the experience of Maamad Har Sinai and the clarity it
embodied, we must teach our children to be honest seekers of truth. Because Hashem’s message
is here, His truth as presented through the Torah, is part of our mesorah, but only an honest
seeker has the sensitivity to hear it...and to embrace it fully. And that is why the Baal HaTurim
connects the two phases of Yisro’s life experience—based on gematria...the letters in Yisro have
the same numerical value as priest to both komer haya 1’avoda zara and HaTorah...It was his
attitude,his quest for truth, that led him to Torah.
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Baruch Hashem, we have no need to look in the wrong places for truth, as Yisro did. At
Maamad Har Sinai...Hashem gave us all we need to follow Him. Now, it is up to us...to live
lives of truth and seek Him...and hear His call, and be receptive to His message. May we do just
that, and merit soon to see the day when the shofar of Har Sinai will be sounded once again with
the coming of Mashiach...bimhera vivamenu...amen.




