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Life Guidance  Based on the   
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Four topics will be covered in this article, with relevancy for any stage in life. They are: 

 

1) Striving for greatness as represented in the  

2)  

3)  

4)  
 

 

 

 

1) Striving for greatness  based on  
 
The  speaks about a -related and 
connected to the sphere directly below it, which ultimately connects us, at the very bottom of this chain, 
to the  at the  and at the very top of the ladder. Rav Kulefsky  explained that this 
concept is gleaned from the dream that had as he left the  of  on his way to 

.  saw a ladder which represents the connection of all spheres and worlds up to the 
heavens. Yet, this  was , meaning that our , the  were the factor that 
determines what affect those  will have on the . It is for that reason that the  
were  and then   the   up throughout the  (depending on 
the  of our  which would determine exactly how far up they would go) and then were  with 
the corresponding  that their  affected. Maybe that is the meaning of the   

  affect a  that in fact is strong enough to reach the  itself. This message fills 
us with a responsibility to have  to our in order to properly affect the  and maximize the 

 of these .  
 

2)   based on  
 
The  brings a  between  and  on the measure of  that one 
should do ( ). Rebbe explained that even according to , who allows one to do work 
as a means at  for their , it does not allow for one to be , . In other words, 
an individual should try to think of Torah thoughts while working. If that is not possible, then one should 
focus their mindset that the going to work should be in order to be able to learn after work, similar to 
what  say about eating, sleeping, etc., and doing the work with the intention of having  to learn. 
(Others also mention that doing business with integrity and by halachic standards follow this guideline 

of working while observing the Torah, as well.) As long as we realize that even the  that we do 
is really not what will ultimately make a difference for us, but rather the level of  that we achieve. In 
this regard, one can truly achieve a special ranking of  as the  says regarding 
( ), yet this  is not reserved for exclusively but is open to anyone. 
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3)   based on 
 
As human beings, living in the , , we can sometimes get sidetracked about our true 
purpose in this world, which is to prepare our in . (Parenthetically, Rav Kulefsky once told 

without thinking about the unbelievable  that 
learning  bbe and nodded approvingly that it must be hard, but I must 

. Since  is the ultimate goal, it would be 
 explains 

how the  calculates : not only does the actual  get rewarded and recognized, but 
also all the events that led up to the  and the myriad results of that  having been done, 
results that affected both the individual and the . The same would apply in the reverse, for an 

, . We literally create our fate of exactly how our eternal lives will emerge and materialize by 
each and every . To illustrate this, Rebbe related a story of two women, one of them the mother of 
the Vilna Gaon, who would spend much time together collecting funds for the poor. On one occasion, 
an  they had intended to visit was not at home and they turned away from his house to go further. 

er, seeing 
from that individual and then moved on. After the other woman passed 

away, she appeared to the and told her that for that  they got 
identical 
few words of enthusiasm for the . 
 
In this vain, Rebbe explained that  is similar to a bank account  if you deposit in the account, 

consequence. Similarly, the  say 
say , but rather   if you 

, . 
 
That is why the  say that Hashem is not a , voluntarily pardoning an . Once the action is 
done, it sets off all the respective  that the  caused. Unless, of course, a person does 

, in which case the  changes its course and becomes a spiritual force instead due to the 
change that the person affected. 
 

4)   based on  
 
At the time of , the  prepared themselves to hear the  from Hashem Himself, 

, as it says . Rebbe explained that because of their great  for the 
, this enabled them to 

understand  more than any  as the say, . The lesson for us 
is that although we are not on the level of the , our application toward  and the excitement 
to learning during the time we have will enable us to have that much better of an understanding of . 
The  said on himself ( ) that the reason that he had  
open to him was due to the with which he performed each ! Similarly, 

 is a great tool to have  to merit  booty, bounty, and something not 
necessarily expected  in . When it is difficult to learn, either in the actual concepts involved or 
even the circumstances surrounding your ability to learn, it is a  to understand . The  in 

 says that  forgot  and he went to  to help remind him. When they asked 
why  ,  replied that this way, by my going and exerting myself, I 
acquire  to understand better! The  to get to   irrespective of the actual 
learning  was a conduit for his remembering the . 

 

 


